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Primary Source 3

Excerptsfrom aletter sent by Joseph Warren “ To the I nhabitants of Great Britain,” April 26, 1775

Dr. Joseph Warren was the president of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, which met in Watertown
April 22, 1775. The Congress gathered depositions—statements given under oath—from people who
witnessed what happened on April 19. They wrote a letter to Benjamin Franklin, who was the colonial
representative in London and this“ Address.” They gave the letter, “ Address,” and the depositionsto
Franklin on May 29, 1775. (See biographiesto learn more about Dr. Warren, who was born in Roxbury.)

Friendsand fellow-subjects: Hostilitiesare at length commenced in thiscolony by thetroopsunder the command of
General Gage; and it being of the greatest important that an early, true, and authentic account of thisinhuman
proceeding, should be knownto you, the Congress of thiscolony havetransmitted the sameand. .. think it proper
to addressyou ontheaarming occasion....

Warren goes on to describe what happened on April 19, 1775. He continues:

To givethe particular account of theravages of thetroops[the Regulars], asthey retreated from Concord to
Charlestown, would bevery difficult... Let issufficeto say, that agreat number of the houseson theroad were
plundered, and rendered unfit for use; several were burnt; women in childbed weredrivent, by the soldiery, naked
into the streets; old men peaceably in their houseswere shot dead; and such scenes exhibited aswould disgracethe
annalsof themost uncivilized nations.

These, brethren, aremarks of ministerial? vengeance againgt thiscolony, for refusing, with her sister-colonies, a
submission to davery; but they have not yet detached usfrom our roya sovereign [King Georgelll]. We proefess
to behisloyal and dutiful subjects, and so hardly dealt with aswe have been, areready, with our livesand fortunes,
to defend hisperson, family, crown, and dignity. Nevertheless, to the persecution and tyranny of hiscruel ministry
wewill not tamely submit: appealing to Heaven for thejustice of our cause, we determineto dieor befree. ...

Wesincerely hopethat the great Sovereign of the universe, who hath so often appeared for the English nation, will
support youin every rationa and manly exertion, with these colonies, for savingit fromruin; andthat,ina
consitutiona connection with the mother-country, we shall soon be altogether afree and happy people.

“Per order:
“JoserH WARREN, President, P. T.”

Source: reprinted in The Military Journals of Two Private Soldiers, 1758-1775. New York: Da Capo Press,
1971.



QUESTIONS:

=

What happened asthe Regularsretreated to Boston?

Whose side of the eventsdoes Dr. Warren give?\What do you think aRegular might have described?
Towhom doesDr. Warren and the Provincial Congress say they areloya ?Why do you think they include
thisstatement?

AccordingtotheProvincia Congress, what caused the hostilitiesof April 19?Whoisto blame?

DoesDr. Warren and the Provincial Congress say they want to beindependent from Great Britain?

What do they say they hopewill betheresult of this“address’?

What doesthis* address’ tell usabout the mood and thoughts of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress
oneweek after theeventsof April 19, 1775?

Why do you think they wrotethis?

OnApril 239 threedaysearlier, the Provincia Congressdecided toimmediately try to raise 30,000 men
from acrossNew England for aprovincial army. How doesthat action fit with this*address’ to peopleliving
inGregt Britain?

w N

No ok

© oo

(Footnotes)
1 Onewoman, Hannah Adams, wasforced from her bed and house with her 18-day-old baby
2 Britain’sParliament
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PrRIMARY SOURCE 5

TotaLs FROM THE M AssACHUSETTS TAX VALUATION LisT oF 1771 FOR ROXBURY

In 1771, thetown of Roxbury, whichincluded what isnow JamaicaPlain, West Roxbury, and Mission Hill, had 327
individua swho owned property. Fifteen of them werewomen. Thetwon included:

2,098 acresof pastureland

535 acresof tillageland

466 acresof saltmarsh

2mills

90 tanneries, daughterhouses, or shops—separatefrom their homes

Thepeoplekept:

289 horses

216 0xen

472 cattle

185 goats and sheep
152 pigs

Roxbury residents produced:

9,178 bushesof grain
1,215 barrelsof cider

Source: TheMassachusetts Tax Vauation List of 1771
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PrRIMARY SOURCE 7

Excerptsfrom “ The Save Tradeis aspectacl e that shocks Humanity!” printed in the Boston Evening Post, May
2, 1768

Roxbury (First Parish) April 15, 1768!

The business of making and keeping Saves... for along season among us, as a harmless and innocent
practice, will, not withstanding, upon astrict and honest inquiry, befound, if I am not mistaken, directly contrary to
sacred scripture and solid reason. Itiscertain, it must forever stand condemned, by that eternal rule of
righteousness laid down...[that] All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them. i.e, whatever isfit, and just and reasonable, for usto desire and expect from other men, it isunquestionably
our duty to act and behavein like manner with respect to them. ... And herel would ask the question, isit fit, just,
or reasonabl e, that we, together with our wivesand children, should beforcibly carried out of our land and sold for
davesamong the Negroes?—if not—then neither isit fit, just, or reasonablethat they should betreatedin like
manner by us. For itisacertain everlasting truth, that we have no moreright to make daves of any nation onthe
face of the earth, than another nation hasto makedavesof us.

Every manthat isborninto theworld, isborn free, and cannot justly be made adave, unlessby someact of his
own, heforfeitshisliberty into the handsof publicjustice; | say publicjustice, becauseitisan affair of too great
importancefor personsin aprivate capacity to determine.. .. We have been loudly complaining [to the British
Parliament] of the heavy burdenscast upon us, and, that by theinfringement of our natural rights, weareliketo
bereduced to astate of slavery. But with what face can welook up and plead for these, whilewe suffer so many
of our fellow creaturesto remain in the most abject davery?

(Footnotes)
1The Reverend AmosAdams (1728
—1775) wastheminister at First Parishin Roxbury.



PRIMARY SOURCE 8

Diary of Samuel Bixby.* May 4, 1775-January 3, 1776

Samuel Bixby enlisted in Isaac Bolster’s company in Sutton, Massachusetts on May 1%,1775. He served for

eight months.
Sutton, Mass., May 4, 1775.
Took our journey, and encamped thisnight at Sudbury.

May 5" Took our journey, & pitched our tentsin Roxbury.

May 6" It issaid the Regulars were about to make an attack somewhere; and about 6 o0.c[lock] p.m. the Army was
onthe Grand parade. The Col[onel] ordered usto lieby our arms& ammunition all night. But therewsno
disturbance.

May 14" Last Sunday the Meeting House? wasfull of soldiers, and news camethat the Regularswerelanding on
Dorchester Point. The Genera ordered the drumsbeat to arms, and as soon asthe drums sounded, the soldiers
wereout of the Meeting Housein thetwinkle of an eye. We paraded, and marched to Dorchester Neck, asit was
said the enemy waslanding from the Castle. It proved to beafalsealarm, and wereturned to our quarters. We
wereorderedto lieby our armsthrough the night.

May 27" Saturday. About 200 men were detached to go to the Point to guard it. About 9 or 10 0.c. intheevening
we heard the cannon roar, and the small arms crack for about an hour, in the direction of Marblehead or Medford,
aswethought. We have sincelearnt that it was Col. Putman, & hismen on Noddl€' sldland, where he engaged the
Regulars, and took 300 sheep , and 200 lambs. One ship run aground, & they burnt it. Hea so took someccattle. ...

June 3 Saturday. Drawed provisionsfor Sunday; namely, Bread, Dry-fish, Potatoes, Butter, Rice, &c.
June4™ Sunday. Nothing remarkable.

June5" Monday. Thisday is“Artillery Election;” but it was not much thought of my thesoldiers. About 12 o.c. the
Regularsfired from the Fortification; and they fired from the Castleat aparty of our men on shoredigging clams,
but did no damage. Our men picked up one of the balls, a24 pounder, and carried it to the General®, who gave
them two gallons of rum. A party of our men out toward Noddl €' s1dand captured abarge and four men belonging
toaman of war, and carried it ashore at Cambridge, and thisday brought the barge to Roxbury inacart, withthe
sailsup andthreemeninit. It was marched round the M eeting House, whilethe Engineer fired the Cannonfor joy.

June 6" Tuesday. Ordersto wash thefloor of the Barracks, and clean out every hold and corner, and to sweep the
yards. General Thomasand Heath went to Dorchester Point to view & lay out aplace whereto entrench, in order
to storm the Castle. The Regularsfired threetimes at them with their Cannon, but did no harm. Our sentries
stopped ateam* going into Boston with aload of hay. They threw the hay off, & found 2 calves, 32 watches, a
great number of |etters, someveal, seveal boxesbutter, 2 bushel sgreen peas, and some mutton.....

(Footnotes)

1 Samuel Bixby wasin |saac Bolster’'s Company, of Sutton, in Colonel Larned’'s Regiment. Heenlisted May 1, 1775to serveup to
December 31, 1775.

2First Church

3 General Thomas or General Heath

LA pair of oxen pullingawagon



PRIMARY SOURCE 8

June 8" Thursday. A man to bewhipped 20 lashesfor stealing.

June 9" Friday. The man who was goinginto Boston with thehay & c. wastried by aCourt Martial, and acquitted,
asheproved not bebeaTory.—...

June 13" Generd Court Martial. A man sentenced to 20 lashes and drummed out of camp for striking without
cause, asoldier—Eight shipssailed into Boston harbor today ...

June 16" Friday. Firing by the Regularsin Boston. Went on the Grand parade, where about 300 men weredrawn
for the Point Piquet, and about 600 to entrench the piquet.

About 90.c. r.m. the Regularsin Boston fired an alarm, and rung the bells. We heard them drawing the
carriagesto the neck, & theriding of horseswith great speed up to their guard and back into Boston, and therewas
great commotion there. It was supposed they were preparing to attack usin the morning, but no special orderswere
issued. Thetown seemed to beadivewithmenmarchinginal directions....

June 17" Bixby first describes the Battle of Bunker Hill then continues:

About noonwefired anaarm, & rungthe bellsin Roxbury; and every man wasordered to arms, asan
attack was expected.

Col. Larned marched hisregiment® up to the Meeting House, & thento the burying yard, which wasthe
alarm post, wherewelaid inambush with two field pieces placed to giveit to them unawares, should the Regulars
come.

About 6 0.c. theenemy drew intheir sentries, & immediately aheavy firewasopened fromthe
Fortification. Theballswhistled over our heads, & through the houses, making the clapboardsand shinglesfly inall
directions.

Beforethefiring had begun, the General ordered some men down the street to fall some appletreesacross
thestreet, to hinder the approach of their Artillery.

Lieut[enant] Hazeltine packed up a12 |bsball—wewere anwiousto get their ballsasthough they were
gold bals. Thefiringisgtill kept up a Charlestown & Cambridge. Theenemy threw bomb-shellshourly into
Roxbury during the night. Col. Larned ordered his Regiment to encamp in the safest place. Our company took
cover behindahill....

June 22" Thursday. We are <till entrenching here & in Cambridge, & making our position as strong and secureas
we can. We have thrown up astrong work acrossthe street, and also one acrossthe road to Dorchester. The
enemy haswithdrawn the sentiresto the Fortification.

Within threeweeks 14 Shipshavearrived in Boston harbor.
June 23" Friday. Nothing new thisday, unlessit isnew to dig graves. We seethe Regulars, with the spy glass
digging gravesin Boston—Wearedtill buildingtheFort....

June 24™, 1775 Saturday After describing several skirmishes and noting that two of their men were killed,
Bixby writes Two housesin Roxbury were set onfire.

June 25" Sunday. ... They lost severa men....

(Footnotes)

4 A pair of oxen pulling awagon
5 Samuel Bixby wasapart of thisregiment.



PrRIMARY SOURCE 9

Excer ptsfrom thejour nal of Samuel Haws, April 19, 1775-February 10, 1776

SamueL Haws oF WRENTHAM WASA M INUTEMAN. HE BEGINSHISJOURNAL ONAPRIL 19, 1775,
WRITING,

About one aclock the minute men werealarmed and met at L andlord Moonst. We marched from therethe sun
about half an our? high towards Roxbury.

He describestheir long march with several stops and continues:

Thenwemarched to Jamicai plain® their we heard that the regulars Were acoming over the neck* then we striped of
our coats and marched on with good courageto Colonel Williamsand their we heard to the contrary. We staid their
sometime and refreshed our Selves and then marched to Roxbury parade and their we had asmuch Liquor aswe
wanted and every man drawd three Biscuit which were taken from theregularsthe day before....

[April] 27. Theinlistment cameout to inlist men for the masechusetts Service. Some of our minutemen enlisted the
Sameday [but other sreturned home.] on the same day their war [were] four tories caried throug roxbury to
cambrigg from marshfield and their wasagreat Shouting when they camethrough the camp.

[April] 28. Thisday our regement paraded and went through the manuel exesi sethen we grounded our firelocksand
every man set down by their armsand one abia Petty axedentely discharged his peace [ musket] and shot two Balls
through the Body of one asacheany through hisLeft sdeandriterist [wrist]

[April] 29 About nineo clock said cheney® died....

[April] 30 Being the Lord’s day wewent to meeting® and heard Mr. Adams’ and he preached avery Sutable
Sermonfor the ocation.

[May] 1. Nothing very remarkablethisday.
[May] 2—11 Nothing of consequence happened.
[May] 12-14 No great for news.

[May] 15, 16 No newsworth mentioning.®

[May] 30 Captain Ponds company moved to comodore Loringshouse’....

[June] 9. We passed muster Before colonel Robinson and received one months pay.*°

(Footnotes)

! Probably atavern

2the spelling isleft asin the original

3 JamaicaPlain, at that time apart of Roxbury

4 Narrow strip of land joining Boston to the mainland

5 Asa Cheany shot on the 28"

8 church

"The Rev. AmosAdamswas the minister at Firsh Parish in Roxbury.

8 Between April 19, 1775 and February 10, 1776, when the journal ends, Hawswrote entries such asthese 114 times. In several
instances, the note covers more than one day. September 1775 is the only period when he didn’t write “ nothing happened.” In
January 1776, hewroteit 21 times.

9 Probably Joshua Loring’s house; Loring was a L oyalist

10 Colonel John Robinson commanded the detachment that guarded Boston Neck.



PrRIMARY SOURCE 9

[June] 10 Their wasaman Whiped for Stealing.
[June] 11 Their wasasoldier died at the hospittlewhich wasthefirst that had died of Sicknesssinceweincampt...

[July 10] [At] night [it] being clear [our men] set out for Long Iland [in whal e boats] and arived therein aShort
time and then they Plundered theidland and took from thence 19 head of horned cattle and anumber of Sheep and
three Swine also elghteen prisenersand amongst them were threewomen.

[July] 12 [Soldierswent] to Long island to burnthe Buildingstheir when they were attacked by the Kingstroops
and had asmart engagement but we Lost oneman...

[July] 25 Our Regiment with four morewere under arms and marched towards cambridgeto meet general Ward. ...

[July] 31 Thisday major tupper and hismen returned to Roxbury with between thirty and forty prisonerssome
regularsand sometorysand some mariens[marines] and had something of abattle and welost one man and
another wounded and our men Burnt the Light house and took some plunder|[.] thar wasan alarm|.] thefiring began
first at thefloating Battery™ and then at the Brest Work [breastwork] and then the troops marched out and set the
georgetavern? onfirg.] our mentook one prisoner and the same night one of the enemy deserted and cameto our
centrysat Dorchester point and brought away with him too [2] gunsand too cartridg Boxes and 60 rounds of
cartridgsall ingood order and their was several more deserted to cambridg thesamenight....

[August] 11 Their wasthree men whipt for deserting they were whipt ten stripes apiece they belonged to the
conecticut forces....

[August] 15 Two Oclock thisAfternoon when the L obsters® fired on our guardswhich was returned by our
Roxbury fort[.] thefireing was continued for sometime but how muchto their Damag we don’ t know[.] one of our
menwasdlitey wounded[.] their fireing wasfrom afloating Batery and it isthought would havekilled oneor too
men if they had not have Laindown[.] for the Ball passed within about 4 foot of our Barack[.] the night passed
without any darm....

Source: The Military Journalsof Two Private Soldiers, 1758-1775. compiled by Abraham Tomlinson and
publishedin 1855. Reprinted by DaCapo Press, 1971.

(Footnotes)

1 guns, such as cannon, placed on afloating platform
12 on a part of the Neck closest to Roxbury

13 dang for the Regulars or Redcoats



PrRiIMARY SOURCcE 10

A description of Roxbury in October 1775

On October 20, 1775, Dr. Belknap visited the lines at Roxbury and wrote:

Nothing strikesmewith more horror than the present condition of Roxbury: that once busy, crowded street isnow
occupied by apicket guard. The houses are deserted, the windowstaken out, and many shot-holesvisible; some
have been burnt, and otherspulled down, to make room for thefortifications. A wall of earthiscarried acrossthe
street to William’sold house, where thereisaformidablefort mounted with cannon. Thelower lineisjust below
where the George Tavern stood; arow of trees, root and branch, liesacrosstheroad there, and the breastworks
extendsto Lamb’s Dam, which makesapart thereof. | went round the whole and was so near the enemy asto see
them (though it wasfoggy andrainy) relievetheir sentries, whichthey do every hour.

Source: quoted in Frothingham, Richard. The History of the Sege of Boston. The Scholars Bookshelf edition,
2005, p.269.



PriMARY SOURCE 11

ORDER FROM M AJOR GENERAL WARD TO BRIGADIER GENERAL THOMAS

Camp @ Roxbury 4 March, 1776

Brigadier general Thomasisto take command of 2100 men which areto be paraded @ Dorchester @ six o' clock
thisevening, with which heisto proceed to Dorchester Point and there throw up such workson thetwo
commanding eminences, aswith the advice of the engineer shal think most proper for the defense of theground and
annoyance of theenemy and defend the same.

By order of Mgjor General Ward

Joseph Ward
Aidedecamp



PRIMARY SOURCE 12

LETTER FROM GENERAL JOHN THOMASTO HISWIFE, MARCH 9, 1776
Dear Mrs. Thomas

We have for some time been preparing to take possession of Dorchester Point, and last Monday
night about 7 o’clock, | marched with about 3,000 picked men, beside 360 ox teams and some
pieces of artillery. Two companies of the train of teams were laden with materials for our works.
About 8 o’clock we ascended the high hills and by daylight got two hills defensible.

About sunrise the enemy and others in Boston appeared numerous on the tops of houses and on
the wharfs viewing us with astonishment, for our appearance was unexpected to them. The
cannonading which kept up all night from our lines at Lamb’s Dam and from the enemy’s lines,
likewise at Lechmere Point, now ceased from those quarters, and the enemy turned their fire toward
us on the hills, but they soon found it was to little effect.

About 10 o’clock we discovered large bodies of troops embarking in boats with their artillery, which
made a formidable appearance. After some time they were put on board transports and several of
the ships came down near the castle, as we supposed with a design to land on our shore.

Our people appeared in good spirits to receive them. We were now in a good position of defense,
and had 2,000 men added to our number. The enemy viewed us critically, and we remained in that
situation that night. The next day they came to sail, and returned to town and landed these troops.
On Friday, about 2 o’clock pm, they sent a flag of truce with a paper, a copy of which | have
enclosed.

| have had very little sleep or rest this week, being closely employed ay and night. But now | think
we are well secured. | write in haste, thinking you may be anxious to hear, as there is much firing
this way. We cost but two men killed in all this affair. How things are in Boston or what loss they have
sustained from our shots and shells, at present we are not informed, but | am sensible we
distressed them much, from appearances. | have wrote you enclosed by the same hand and in
haste.

John Thomas
Dorchester Hills, in a small hut, March 9, 1776

Your son John is well and in high spirits. He ran away from Oakley privately, on Tuesday morning
and got by the sentries and came to me on Dorchester Hills, where he has been most of the time..
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SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS

ROXBURY DURING THE SIEGE OF BosTon
APRIL 1775-MARCH 1776

APrIL 19, 1775

Tens ons between peopleliving in Massachusettsand other British coloniesin North Americaand the British
Parliament had been escalating for years. April 19, 1775, Regularsunder ordersfrom Genera Gage (governor of
M assachusetts) marched through Cambridge and L exington (where they exchanged firewith Minutemen) into
Concord, wherethey knew military supplieswerestored. They didn’t have much luck destroying the supplies
because afew daysbefore, the provinciashad gotten word that the Regularswere planning to come and had
moved most of the stores out of Concord. M ore gunfire was exchanged between Minutemen and Regularsat the
North Bridgein Concord inthemorning of April 19. Finally, hourslater, exnausted, the Regularsbegan thelong
march back to Boston.

Meanwhileword had quickly spread in dozens of town about the actions of the Regulars. Asthey tried to get back
to Boston, the Regularswere shot at by scoresof provincial men. After reinforcements camefrom Boston, the
Regularsincreased their attacks on homesfrom which they believed they werebeing fired at. Eventualy, they got
back to Charlestown. Severa dayslater, they left Charlestown for Boston. Asaresult of thefightingonApril 19, 73
Regularsdied, 174 werewounded, and 26 were missing. Of the provincias, 49 men died, 39 werewounded, and 4
weremissing.

Now WHAT?

The Provincial Congress decided to restrict the Regulars to the peninsula of Boston. On Apiril
23, 1775, they put into action plansthey had made earlier for aprovincial army. They
recommended that 30,000 men from across New England be called to serve in this new
army.They also named Artemas Ward as commander of all Massachusetts troops.

ROXBURY' SEARLY HISTORY

What we now know as Roxbury was oncethe land of the M assachusett people; their sachemintheearly 1600s
was Chi catabut. A number of main Indian trailsran through Roxbury sinceit served asalink betweeninland and
coastal areas. Itisquitelikely that the areahad many seasona settlements, but no sites have been found. They were
probably destroyed by intense urban devel opment.

In 1630 Roxbury was settled and incorporated asatown by English colonists (at the sametimeastownssuch as
Boston, Braintree, Salem, and Watertown). That makesit one of the oldest townsin Massachusettsand hencethe
United States. Inthe 1700s, it still included the nelghborhoods of Mission Hill, West Roxbury and JamaicaPlainand
wasvery large: eight milesby two miles, an areaof 10,686 acres. The population of Roxbury in 1765 was 1,493,
including 80 black people.

Roxbury wasincorporated asacity in 1846 and in 1868 was annexed to Boston, ending its 238-year history asan
independent town.

WHO WERE THE ENSLAVED?

A fundamenta contradiction liesat the heart of theAmerican Revolution and therepublic that was created after the
war. Slavery waslegal in every singleone of thethirteen colonies. A number of the men who fought for their own
“liberty” weredaveownersthemselves. Dr. Joseph Warren owned aslave. General John Thomasowned adave.
General George Washington owned hundreds.



Thetota number of endaved individuaslisted on Roxbury’sTax Vauation List of 1771is22. Thisnumber includes
“dl Indian, Negro, or mulatto servantsfor life’—men and women—ages 14 to 45. Thefull number wasdefinitely
higher because older and younger individual swere not counted for tax purposes. Also, several familiesowned
propertiesin Boston and Roxbury, and they and their davesarelisted in Boston'srecords. “ Peter” istheonly free
black listed; he appearsat the end. However, therewere additional free black men and women livingin Roxbury in
the 1770s. For example, records show the marriages of four couples, but they would not have been listed in the Tax
Vauationlistif they didn’t own property and didn’'t haveto pay taxes.

Thetota number of endaved individuaslistedin Boston (in 1771) was 325; it wasthelargest dave-owning townin
Massachusetts. The number of free black taxpayersin Boston was4. The 1776 census showed 5,249 endlaved
individuasin M assachusetts.

However, there were a so men and women, black and white, who spoke out against davery. Among them wasthe
Reverend AmosAdamsof the First Parishin Roxbury.

ROXBURY DURING THE SIEGE

Genera John Thomaswasin command of the menin Roxbury. He used the parsonage— what isnow known asthe
Dillaway ThomasHouse—ashisheadquarters. Morethan half of the Massachusetts men serving had participatedin
theeventsof April 19. Therest were new recruits. The Rhode Island Assembly voted to send 1,500 men under
Genera Nathanael Greene. New Hampshirevoted to send 2,000, and from Connecticut 6,000 men marched to
jointhesiege. We know that black men and Native Americanswereamong the soldiersinthearmy; researchis
ongoing so we can learn how many served in the siege and who they were. By early June, 16,000 enlisted
provinciasencircled Boston and General Howe's 6,500 Regulars.

THELOYALISTS

A number of individuasloyal to Great Britain’sking and parliament lived in Roxbury, asthey didin every townin
Massachusetts. They wereknown asLoyalistsor Tories. Many |eft their homesand fled to Boston after April 19.
During thesiege, someof their homeswere used by the Continental Army. For example, General Greeneof RI used
Joshual oring’s property ashisheadquarters; later the house became an army hospital. Colonel Learned’ sregiment
stayed in Judge Robert Auchmuty’shome; he, too wasaL oyalist. Both these propertieswere among the ones
permanently confiscatedin 1779.

GENERAL WASHINGTON ARRIVES

OnJune 14, 1775, the Continental Congress, meeting in Philadel phia, chose General George Washington as
commander in chief of the Continental Army. Hearrived in Cambridge July 2 and first visited the Roxbury camp on
July 13. Genera Washington wastaking command of menwith littletraining and knowledge of military lifeand few
supplies. Another huge challengethat hefaced wasthat the men had enlisted to serveonly until theend of 1775. At
theend of November, the general wroteto hisfriend, Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Reed: “Could | foreseenwhat |
have, and amlikely to experience, no consideration upon Earth should have induced meto accept this Command.”
Despitedl thedifficulties, the Continentalsmanaged to pull it off. Some soldiers stayed on and new recruitscamein
January and February so that by March, the army again had about 16,000 men.

Inthemiddle of February 1776, with the Back Bay areaof Boston frozen, General \Washington wanted to attack
the Regularsto drive them out of Boston. Hisgeneras, however, opposed the plan and suggested something el se,
taking advantage of the cannon that Henry Knox and hismen had just dragged to Cambridgedl theway from Fort
Ticonderoga (seetherelated Mass M oment in Further Resources bel ow).



THE EVACUATION

The Regularsunder command of General Howe considered attacking Dorchester Heightsto disodgethe
Continenta troops. Bad weather prevented this. By themiddle of March, they concluded that they had no choice
but to leave. Theartillery on Dorchester Heightsthreatened the British navy vesselsin Boston Harbor. The Regulars
began toload the shipspreparing to leave. On March 17, 1776, about 11,000 British army and navy personnel and
almost 1,000 Loyalistssailed out of Boston Harbor.

THE SEGE REMEMBERED

To celebrate their remarkabl evictory, Americansimmediately printed and distributed broadsides. Intimethey wrote
songs, created commemorative medals, put on plays, and held ceremonies. Every year, Suffolk County, which
includesBoston, celebratesMarch 17 as Evacuation Day.



SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS

| nstructionsfor Making Big Maps

Thetechnique described here empowers studentsto seek out and demonstrate geographic knowledgeon alarge
outline map traced onto paper or afoam-core board using atransparency on an overhead projector. Thismethod
motivates studentsto learn and then remember geographicinformation becausethey find it and useit.

Usean outlinemap of the greater Boston areaasit appeared in the 18" century, including major riversbut leaving
out all namesof places. Studentswill useinformation from the DeCostamap of 1775 and will transfer thisonto both
their own mapsand theenlarged classBig Map.

Devel oping the map asthelesson progresses:

Students can add to abase map throughout the unit with new information fromtheir discussionsand readings. They
may want to print images from websites and attach them to appropriate placeson themap. Color-coded keyscan
be simple or complex, depending on the age of the students.

Studentsdevel op astrong sense of ownership intheir creationsthat, once compl eted, make animpressive statement
inschool corridors, libraries, entrywaysor cafeterias. BigMapsa so provideanimpressivetool for authentic
assessment especialy when students* tell the stories of what they havelearned’ to peersor adults.

Materidsrequired:

» Overhead projector(s)

* Transparency acetate, 81/2" x 11", which can befed through acopy machine (availableat office supply stores)
» A smpleoutline map of theareaunder study with riversand major roads but nowritingonit

* Thick permanent markers

* Alarge(minimum 3’ x 4’) piece of butcher paper (or four piecesof chart paper taped together on the back)
taped to asmoothwall. Thelarger themap, themoreengagingitisfor students. Foam-core board or cardboard
aregood for making relief mapswhich must belaid flat after the outline has been traced.

A. Prepareatransparency for the overhead projector:

Usethe outline map of greater Bostonin 1775 with no writing on the map. Place the outline map on acopy machine
and run asheet of transparency acetate through the machineasif it wasordinary paper. Thetracedimagewill
appear onthe acetate exactly like axerox copy.

B. Beforestudentsarrivein class:

Tapealarge (minimum 3’ x 4’) pieceof butcher paper onto asmoothwall. (Wrinklesresult ininaccuraciesright
fromthebeginning.) Alternatively, useaflat pieceof cardboard or foam-core board suspended vertically against a
hard surface.

Using the overhead projector, focusthetransparency on the paper. Adjust the projector until themapfillstheentire
space. Tapethetransparency to the surface of the projector and placethe projector onachair. Itisessentia that
thisarrangement not beinadvertently moved once the students begin to trace the image onto the butcher paper



becauseitisvery hard to reposition theimage onceit hasbeen disturbed. Tracing the cornersof thetransparency
onto the butcher paper can help to realign theimageif it getsknocked out of place.

C. Studentstracethe big map onto paper or board with permanent markers:

Whilethe classcompletesan assignment using 8 1/2"'x11" copiesof the map, alow two or three studentsat atime
to begin tracing the outline map with the permanent marker. Tracing thewhol e outline should take no morethan 20-
30minutes. All studentsshould haveat least oneminute of tracing time. Theresultisatemplate onto which
students can add features (names of places, action of April 19, 1775, later the position of provincial troopsand
eventsthroughout the siege). Asthey learn about them, so that the Big Map growsricher and more complete asthe
unit progresses.



SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS
Boston and Surrounding Towns




SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS
Boston showing landfill areas 1795

| 1995 water

Area filled
| after 1795

1795 land

- 1995 shoreline
with no historic
changes shown

By 1795 the area of the Boston peninsula had been increased, primarily by “wharfing
out”—the process of constructing wharves outward from the shore and later filling the
slips between them. Whatfing out also added land to the southwestern shore of the
Charlestown peninsula. Mill dams had been built across the North, or Mill, Cove on the
Boston peninsula and the head of the cove between Charlestown and what is now
Somerville. Two new bridges connected the Boston peninsula to Charlestown and to
Cambridge. In the harbor, erosion had claimed most of Bird Island.

The 1795 shoreline of Boston is taken from the 1796 Carleton (plate 31) and of
Charlestown from the 1777 Page (plate 17 vignette).



SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS
Boston showing landfill areas 1995

1995 water

1995 land

— 1995 shoreline
with no historic
- changes shown

By 1995 the shoreline of Boston had reached its present extent. Since 1950 more land had
been made for the airport; the navy’s piers on the South Boston Flats had been filled in to
create Subaru Pier; the edges of Columbia Point had been filled in for the Columbia Point
housing project, JEK Library, UMass/Boston, and Boston College High School; South Bay
had finally been completely filled; new land had been created on the Charles River to com-
pensate for that taken for the construction of Storrow Drive; and Spectacle Island was
being filled with dirt from the “Big Dig” (see figure 35 in chapter 8).
The 1995 shoreline is taken from a 1995 aerial photograph.
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QUESTIONSFOR SAMUEL BixBY’SAND SAMUEL HAW’ SDIARIES

1.

0.

How far did the soldier haveto march from hometo Roxbury? Did they reach Roxbury inoneday?If not,
how long did it take?

What do you |learn about the day-to-day life of asoldier camped in Roxbury during the siege?

What do you |learn about the rel ationshi p between the Regularsin Boston and the Continental Army
stationed around Boston?

Why did men go out to the Boston idandsto get animals?

(Bixby, June 6) Why wasthe hay wagon stopped from going into Boston?What happened to the man trying
to takethewagoninto Boston?

Onanumber of days, the soldierswrite that nothing happened. How do you think they spent their time?
Why might it beaproblem ismany daysin arow nothing happened?

What did the Continental Army doto protect itself from the Regulars?

What were some of the offenses soldiers committed and how werethey punished?

What kind of damage was doneto Roxbury properties? Who caused the damage?

10. What surprisesyou about thejournal entries? What would you like to know more about and how canyou

find answersto your questions?



SUPPLEMENTAL M ATERIALS

BIOGRAPHIES

THe Reverenp AMosAbams wasbornin Medfield on September 1, 1728. Hisfather wasaselectmanintown
and wasaso adistant cousin of Samuel Adamsand John Adams. He graduated from Harvard Collegeandin
February 1753 was asked to bethe minister at the First Parishin Roxbury. The First Parish was considered one of
the most important parishesin colonia New England, sothiswasavery prestigous position. Inthefall of 1753, he
married Elizabeth Henry of Cambridge and moved into the parsonage, now known asthe Dillaway ThomasHouse.
Because hewasthe pastor at First Parish, he a so had many other important positions, including as Overseer of
Harvard College. Hiscongregation liked and respected him, but some people complained hissermonsweretoo
long and theway he spoketoo dull.

Reverend Adamsread widdly, supported the abolition of davery (see Primary Source7), and thecolonists
effortsagaingt “tyranny. When the First Parish met to choose officersfor the Roxbury Minutemen, theRev. Adams
opened the meeting with aprayer. When the siege of Boston began, the reverend moved hisfamily and the parish
slver to Medfield. He came back to Roxbury to continue hiswork asminister to the town and thetroops.

Hispersonal lifeincluded severd tragedies. Hisfirstborn son died when hewas six after being badly burned.
Thereverend'sfirst and second wivesdied, too. AmosAdamsdied in Dorchester, October 5, 1775 mid way
through thesiege and was buried in Roxbury.

EBeNEzER Fox wasbornin Roxbury January 30, 1763 to apoor family. By theage of seven, hisparentsdid what
most poor familiesdid, they sent Ebenezer to liveand work on aneighbor’ sfarm. He stayed therefor fiveyearsand
hedid not likeit. Later he worked as an apprentice to abarber who also made wigs. When the barber was drafted
to serveinthe Continental Army but didn’t want to go, Ebenezer took hisplace. Thiswasnot unusual. Ebenezer
servedin New York statefor two monthsuntil hewas discharged.

InMarch 1780, he signed up asacrew member of aprivateering vessel, Protector. Privateerswere
essentially legal pirates. They tried to stop British vessal sfrom reaching the North American col oniesand supplying
thelir troops. If aprivateering crew could take over aBritish ship, then they had theright to divide up thecargo
amongst themselves. But it was dangerouswork. The British had the best navy intheworld. Protector had some
successesand somefailures. In May 1781, the British captured Protector, and sent Ebenezer to beheld onthe
prison ship Jersey. Conditionsfor the approximately 1,000 prisonerson board the Jer sey were awful. Ebenezer
believed hewould either die on the prison ship or beforced to serve asaBritish sailor, soinstead he volunteered.
Hewas sent to Jamai ca but managed to escapein July 1782. He had more adventures before hefinally got back to
BostoninMay 1783. A few yearslater, he opened hisown crockery, glassand hardware shop in Roxbury. From
1831-1835 hewas postmaster intown. He died in Roxbury in 1843, at age 80.

GENERAL JoHN GReaTON Washbornin Roxbury March 10, 1741. Hisfather owned asmall shop and wasalso the
last landlord of thefamous Greyhound Tavernin Roxbury. John Greaton joined the Sons of Liberty and wasactive
in pre-Revolutionary work. Hewas chosen as colonel of one of the regiments of Roxbury Minutemen, and hewas
involvedintheeventsof April 19 asthe Regularsretreated from Concord to Boston. Hewas promoted to lieutenant
colonel andthen July 1, 1775to colonel. During the siege, heled severa raidson placeswherethe Regularshad
stores. After the siege ended, Greaton served in the Continental Army in many different placesand hisrank rose
steadily. In January 1783 Congress appointed him brigadier general. Heretired in November of 1783 and died just
afew weekslater back in Roxbury on December 16, 1783.



JosHua L orinG wasbornin Roxbury November 1, 1744. He served in the British army for four yearsasayoung
man. Throughout the pre-Revol utionary activities, he supported theroya governor and Britain’sParliament. Hewas
so surethey would stay in charge of the coloniesthat in 1775 he paid more than 500 (morethan $100,000in
today’ smoney) to buy the position of sheriff of Suffolk County. OnApril 19, 1775 he, hiswife, and six childrenfled
from Roxbury to Boston. After theevacuation March 17, 1776, the Loring family first went to Nova Scotiaand
thento New York. New York was under the control of British General Sir William Howe.

In June 1776, General Howe appointed Joshua L oring to bein charge of al theAmerican prisonersof war.
We cannot be sure exactly what thetruth isabout how Loring did hisjob. Oneformer prisoner calledhima
“mongter.” A British general accused him of charging the government for food for dead prisonersand then pocketing
themoney. Othersbelieve he performed hisjob in aprofessional manner. Hewasin chargeof al prisonersand for
arranging prisoner exchangesuntil the end of the Revol utionary War. In November 1782 heleft for England.

Meanwhile, shortly after heleft Roxbury, hisproperty was used asthe headquartersfor Rhodeldand's
Genera Greene. Later the housewas used asan army hospital. InApril 1779, Massachusetts voted to confiscate
theproperty of certain Loyalists(or Tories). Loring lost his 73-acre property and thetwo “ mansion houses’ that
wereonit. When hewasin England, Loring tried to payment for the property he' dlost. (Hea so had 20,000 acres
inNew Hampshire.) But hegot only apart of itsvalue. Hedied in England in September 1789.

GEeNERAL JoHN THomAswasbornin Marshfieldin 1724. Hewas among many who studied medicineunder Dr.
Simon Tuftsin Medford. He served in the French and Indian wars. He began asasurgeon’smate and rose to
colondl. From 1760to 1775, hewasadoctor in Kingston, Massachusetts. I nthe pre-Revolutionary activities, he
joined the Sonsof Liberty.

InMay 1775, the Provincial Congressnamed Thomaslieutenant general. Hewas second in command of all
M asschusettstroopsand in command of theright wing of the army, which wasat Roxbury. A short timelater, the
Continental Congressmade him brigadier genera. Whilein Roxbury, General Thomas made the parsonage, now
known asthe ThomasDillaway House, hisheadquarters. A man by the name of Oakley waswiththegenera in
Roxbury. Itispossiblethat hewasthe general’sdave. Genera Thomas's 10-year-old sonjoined him, too.

Genera Washington chose Thomasto occupy Dorchester Heightsinearly March 1776. Hedid thejob so
well that hewasimmediately promoted to mgjor genera, and General Howe and the Regulars|eft Boston ten days
|ater. General Thomaswas ordered north to Canadato take command of the Continental Army around Quebec. He
left Roxbury March 22, 1776. Along with many of hissoldiers, he came down with smallpox and died June 2,
1776.

Dr. JoserH WARREN Was bornin Roxbury June 11, 1741. Hisfather, afarmer, died after falling from an appletree
when Joseph was 14 years ol d. Joseph graduated from Harvard Collegein 1759 and taught at the Roxbury
elementary school for ayear. Then he began an apprenticeship with another doctor and went onto haveavery
successful career in Boston. John Adamswas among his patients. He becamevery involved in the activitiesleading
to the Revolution. Heworked closaly with Samua Adams, John Hancock, and James Otis, wrotein publications,
and wasagood public speaker. In 1771, at the sametime as he waswriting and speaking about liberty, hewasa
daveowner. Hewasnot at thetime of hisdeath.

OnApril 18, it was Joseph Warren who sent Paul Revere and William Dawes on their famousridesto
spread theaarm. Thenext day hetreated wounded Minutemen in Lexington and helped direct themilitia. A few
days|ater was chosen aspresident of the M assachusetts Provincial Congress, inwhich he’ d been an el ected
member since 1774. In May, he a so became head of the committeeto organizethe army in Massachusetts. He
worked very hard to changethefarmer-sol diers, who had a most no fighting experience, into anarmy that could
keep the Regularsunder siegein Boston. Hewasnot oneto sit on the sidelineswhile othersdid thefighting. Severa
timeshewent dong with provincia troopsinto skirmisheswith the Regulars. After meeting with the Provincia
Congressin Watertown the night of June 16, hewent to Bunker Hill the next day just asthe battle was about to



start. Toward the end of the battle, he was shot and died instantly. He was among 140 col onistswho died at the
battle. The Regularslost 226 men.

Sour ces:

AmosAdamsfrom Sbley's Harvard Graduates, Volume X111 1751-1755: Biographical Sketches of Those Who Attended
Harvard College, by Lifford K. Shipton. Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1965.

Ebenezer Fox told hislife story to his grandchildren. It was published as The Revol utionary Adventures of Ebenezer Fox of
Roxbury, Massachusetts. Boston: Munroe & Francis, 1838.

John Greaton from Gale Virtua ReferenceLibrary.

Joshua L oring from Gale Virtual Reference Library; American National Biography, Vol. 22. Oxford University Press, 1999.
John Thomasfrom Encyclopedia of the American Revolution by Mark Maho Boatner 111. David McKay Co., Inc., 1974; Gale
Virtual ReferenceLibrary.

Joseph Warren from The Memorial History of Boston by Francis Drake; Gale Virtual Reference Library; American National
Biography, Vol. 13. Oxford University Press, 1999.

At the present time, we do not know enough about any one of the black people—free or endaved—wholivedin
Roxbury inthe 18" century to create ashort biography. Official recordshaveonly bitsof information, and people of
color often don’'t appear intown records at all. WWhen black children were born, for example, thiswasnot recorded
intown records. When ablack person died, that usually didn’t get recorded either. Discussin classwhat thistellsus
about thelivesof black peopleinthe 18" century?

Students can choose any one of the people bel ow, and asthey create acharacer, try tofill inwhat we don’t know
about theindividual’slife by looking at thelives of other peopleof color to get ideas.

Jack, endaved by John Mory, married Zippor ah, endaved by William Dummer, in 1754. PhillisL ewis, dso
identified as*adaveinthefamily of Mr. Mory beforethe Revolution,” died inan amshousein 1843. Her estimated
agewas 100. (Unclear why the 1771 tax list only listsone dave. Perhaps Jack had died.) In 1785 John Mory sold
afive-year old “Molatto Boy...nameof Dick who wasborninmy house of my Negro servant Binah...” for 5to
Soddard Greenough of Roxbury. The next year, under the supervision of the selectmen, Dick was apprenticed to
Greenough until hewastoturn 21.

I shmael and Venus, endaved by Joseph Rugglesand after hisdeath in 1765 the property of hiswidow Rebecca
Ruggles, hadtheir

Son Richard baptisedin Oct 1764

Son Roxbury baptised May 1766
1771 tax list show RebeccaRugglesasowning onedave. It would appear that either Ishmael or Venusdied or she
may havesold either one. Itisunlikely that either freed himor herself by running away sincefamily tieswereamong
thetop reasonsendaved people did not run away. Both children weretoo young to belistedintax list.

August 31, 1749 Runaway Advertisement:

“RAN-away onthe 29th of August, from hisMaster John Williams of Roxbury, aNegro Man Servant, named

Shar per, alusty Fellow about 35 Years of Age, speaksgood Enlgish, and issomething Battle-harmed: Hehad on
when hewent away, acheck’ d Woolen Shirt, apair of white Towsers, apair of grey yarn Stocking, apair of calf
skin Shoes, with large pewter Buckles, astrip’ d blue and white Jacket, asmall beaver Hatt, and the\Wool onthe
Top of hisHead newly sheared ; he also carried away with him adark blue Jacket, worsted Stockings, and apair of
yarn Stockings, black and white, stock’ d with grey alittle above his Shoes. Whoever takes up said Servant, and
conveyshimto said Master at Roxbury, shall have Five Poundsold Tenor Reward, and al necessary Chargespaid
by meJohnWilliams.”




Peter and Betty baptised [no mentionintherecordsof either being endaved by anyone]
Daughter PhoebeNov 1744
Son Peter July 1754 (Thismay bethe Peter who ownsashopin 1771.)
Son Simon, April 1759

CuffeeLuceeand Gracewerethe savesof the Rev. Nathaniel Walter; they were married Oct 1745.
SonsCesar and Cuffeeand daughtersPhillisand Zippor ah* were baptised Nov 1749 (did this Zipporah
later marry Cato and baptised their childrenin 17717?)
Son CharlesbpApril 1755

Catoand*Zipor ah weremarriedin 1770 [no mention of endavement in therecords] had two sonsCato and
Cesar, and daughter Phillis baptised March 30, 1771

Boston Jack Adamsof Roxbury, 5ft. 5inches, whose occupationislisted asafarmer, was22 when heenlistedin
the Continental Army April 12, 1782. Hejoined Capt King’'scompany in Lt. Col John Brooks's 7*" regiment.
(Massachuestts Soldiers & Sailors)

Sour ces: theVital Recordsof Roxbury, MA to 1849; the 1771 Tax Valuation List; databases at the New England
Historic Genealogical Society; Thwing Database, and History of the First Church in Roxbury, Massachusetts,
1630-1904.



